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By Randy Randall

The April L. A, ACM/SIGGRAPH meeting promises Lo be
& very ineresting affair, fealuring the new IBM RISC
System/6000 workstadons and the sophisticated  and
powerful AIX (UNIX based) developer's environment with
AlXwindows and AJX NexiStep. Cluade Pelinicr, 1BM
engineer, will discuss the new hardware, the software
developer’s environment and the relavence of this new
workstation technology 10 the future development of
computer graphics. A showcase of images from TDI
America will also be presented, and TDI personnel will
discuss the Explore software, which is being ported to the
new IBM AIX environment, The IBM workstadons set new
- gtandards for costperformance; and, at the top end, are
among the most powerful available today. The sofiware
from Thomson Digial Image s,

and aimed at developers who could use this product for their
own applications » and other propeller heads. Fer the "Rest
Of Us," suffice it to say that & major problem in computers
today is that hardware and software innovation is running
away from the opcrating Sysiems, of working ¢nvironments,
avatlable on desktop or desk side computers.

UNIX, developed in the Jate 1960's by AT&T, is a robust
muiti user, mult tasking, muli everything operating
sysicm... but, the operator’s manual is 22 inches thick {1
reasured ming), and that is 10 get you going before you run
any programs! With this new product, IBM has ¢ombined
statevof-the-ant hardware with the powerful, and widely
used, UNTX operating system; and they have wrapped it &l

likewise, one of the most
sophisicated tools available for high
quality computer graphics animation,

and will be 2 welcome addition 10 the Location: The

Meeting Location

BV Building,

up with a warm and fuzzy icon and
mouse based user interface that looks
like an advertising layout and is easy to
read and understand. You can even
develop your own personal ser of

1IBM products.

The IBM RISC  System/6000
workstations, which were introduced
Februay 15, 1990, arc a pan of
IBM's full-range AIX (UNIX based)
family. The UNIX operatng sysiem
is now available from the PS/2 PC,
through the new RISC Sysiem/6000
workstations to the lergest ES/3090
mainframes, . This new line of
workstations offers a well thoughe out
solution 10 the need w offer increased
performance and user accessibility in
the nineties, High performance RISC
architecure, cfficient use of memory

and data trangmission resourecs,

21041 Burbank Bivd., Woodland
Hills, From ihe Venlura Freeway,
exit north on Desolo, then west
(lefty on Burbank Blvd, (be carelul
not to take the first street marked
"Burbank,” which goss directly
into the Kaiser Hospital). 18M is
about two blocks down on the
right, There is an 1BM sigh out
front on the lawn. Directions to
the meeting room will be available
at the ground floor information
lobby. Social hour will stant al
§:30 pm, the program al 7:30 pm.
The meeting is $2.00 for LA
ACMISIGGRAFN members,
$5.00 for nar-members,

documentation, using "bookmarks” and
personal notes, with the IBM Hypertext
Informadon Base and InfoExplorer. On
this machine, even complex and hard 10
install applications will be manageable
for artisty/designers, engincers and others
whose creative geniug isp’t based in
silicon,

The heart of this new product line i 3
very high performance processor with
second gencration RISC architecture
(Reduced Insuuction Set Computing).
What makes it unique, is the carciul
integration of componenis which allow
up 1o four instrucuions to be execuicd
simuhianeously in each clock cycle (see
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